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There hasn’t been a black 
male Student Congress presi-
dent since 1985, Carter Bed-
ford pointed out to a room 
full of 20 black men.

A Collection of Brothers 
held The Brotherhood Sum-
mit Sunday afternoon in 
the Bluebonnet Ballroom. 
Speakers included Bedford, 
Student Governance and Or-
ganization associate director; 
sociology professor Jason 
Shelton, doctoral candidate 
Brandon Jones, and alumni 
Sam Nix and Junichi Lock-
ett.

Bedford was the after-
noon’s first speaker. His ses-
sion urged students to vote, 
black males to run for leader-
ship positions and for frater-
nities to have a purpose in 
mind when planning events. 
He said too many groups 
plan social events with no 
purpose in mind, resulting 
in chaos.

The summit came togeth-
er with the immediate goal of 
impacting every attendee to 
not leave the room the same 
way they walked in, Andre 
Howard, business manage-
ment and criminal justice se-
nior, said.

Shelton opened his 
55-minute speech with sta-
tistics and reasons why one 
in three black males fail upon 
arrival to college. Reasons 
included a growth in anti-
intellectualism among urban 
males, being the first in their 
family to go to college, being 
peerless upon arrival and not 
being prepared by a failing 
school system.

“You have to know how 
to study,” Shelton said. “You 
don’t just pick up a book and 
read it. Highlight, make note 
cards, do something to it.”

A recurring theme for the 
day was professionalism and 
developing a vision or mis-
sion for success.

Lockett expanded on the 
idea by asking the group 
what their mission was. His 
presentation opened with 
a spoken word rap that en-
couraged the audience to 
wake up and notice their sur-
roundings. His presentation 
asked students to work on 
a personal mission as if the 
goal were $100 million. 

Lockett requested a mis-
sion from some students and 
had them repeat their state-
ments with more detail until 
the group came to a con-
sensus on the validity of the 
statement.  

Jones expanded on the an-
ti-intellectualism in the black 
community. He encouraged 
students to take advantage 
of MavSpace, the university’s 
online database and to study 
black philosophers like Cor-
nel West. 

His speech asked students 
to use the strong black lead-
ers they have on campus as 
resources.

“Don’t be afraid to stand 
on the shoulders of giants,” 
he said. “There is no such 
thing as a thug in college.”

Nix encouraged students 
to pursue a spirit of excel-
lence in everything they do. 
Nix, an alumnus and prin-
cipal at Hutcheson Junior 
High School, described being 
suspended from UTA under 
circumstances he wouldn’t 
disclose. He also urged stu-
dents to make better deci-
sions and to take time out 
for what’s important to their 
learning.

“Nobody is impressed 
with what you don’t have 
time for,” he said. “But every-

body is impressed with that 
you make time for.”

Business management se-
nior Everett Walker said he 
felt the event was a success 
and he related to Nix’s story.

“It really opened people’s 
mind to be self empowered,” 
he said. “It lets African-
American males know that 
we are at the bottom of the 
totem pole. We have to moti-
vate ourselves.”
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The University Center 
mall will take a sweet twist at 
tonight’s Block Party.

The Residence Hall As-
sociation will host the 13th 
annual Block Party today 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on the 
University Center mall. This 
year’s theme 
is “Candy 
Land,” and 
the event 
will feature 
a candy buf-
fet to com-
pliment the 
theme.

T h e 
event is 
open to all 
on-campus residents, and 
will feature free food, snow 
cones and a chance for stu-
dents to make their own root-
beer floats, said Esther Mack, 
association advisor and Bra-
zos House residence director.

Students will have an op-
portunity to get airbrush tat-
toos, make dog tags, partici-
pate in games like ring toss, 
throw darts at balloons, guess 
how much candy is in a jar, 
get pictures made at a photo 
booth and play around on a 
70-foot obstacle course, she 

said.
“It’s a good way to take 

a break from studying and 
hang out with friends,” she 
said.

A mini-game show will 
take place for students to 
compete for a chance to win 

money for 
their resi-
dence halls, 
she said, that 
they could use 
for end of the 
semester ac-
tivities.

Free bowl-
ing and bil-
liards will be 
provided for 

students that attend.
The association’s executive 

board and representatives 
from individual hall councils 
have been planning this event 
for several months, she said.

English sophomore and 
the association’s president 
Brittnee Anderson said plan-
ning this year’s block party 
was less stressful.

“We’ve had a lot of coop-
eration,” she said. “Everything 
will go off without a hitch.”

 
— Lorraine Frajkor

Block party offers sugary play land 

student life

Time to Man up
Presentations speak to 

black men on  
self-empowerment 

The Shorthorn: Aisha Butt

Carter Bedford, Student Governance and Organizations associate director speaks at The Brotherhood Summit on 
Sunday afternoon in the Bluebonnet Ballroom. The Brotherhood Summit was arranged by a Collection of Broth-
ers and had five speakers talk about how to get ahead scholastically and use race to an advantage.

the public.
Volunteer site leader Jared 

Compton and several other 
participants will clean up 
flowerbeds and wash exterior 
windows of a house that be-
longs to a woman with mul-

tiple sclerosis. 
Compton said he can’t 

wait to bring the joy of volun-
teering to her and the com-
munity.

“My favorite part is that I 
get to make an impact on the 
community,” Compton said. 
“Not to mention the joy one 
receives after they know they 
helped someone less fortu-
nate.”

Frank Lamas, Student Af-
fairs vice president, said the 
event has grown from a little 
more than 100 volunteers 
a few years ago to nearly a 
thousand today.

“It’s a great testament to 
our students and commu-
nity leaders,” he said. “With-
out their efforts, some of this 
work wouldn’t get done.”

Following The Big Event 

will be Springfest 2010 at the 
Central Library mall. Spring-
fest 2010 will include a free 
meal for the volunteers and 
live music. This year’s head-
liner band is The Bravery.

UTA Volunteers and 
EXCEL Campus Activities 
jointly sponsor Springfest 
2010. Kaminksi said that 
normally Springfest is com-
pletely separate from The Big 

Event, but this year both stu-
dent organizations will com-
bine to make the festival big-
ger and better.

“This year, UTA Volunteers 
is partnering with EXCEL to 
bring Springfest to The Big 
Event participants,” she said. 
“It will be much easier to de-
liver a bigger, better celebra-
tion at the end.”

Mike Taddesse, Greek Life 

and University Events assis-
tant director, said the idea 
to combine events came after 
last year’s The Big Event. He 
said University Events and 
Student Activities thought a 
concert would be the best way 
to celebrate the day’s accom-
plishments.
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the right to deny member-
ship, he said.

“Other groups discrimi-
nate on the basis of scholar-
ship, ethnicity and have re-
strictions whether implied or 
explicit that bar membership,” 
he said. “It may not be socially 
acceptable, but they have the 
constitutional right to do it.”

UTA student organiza-
tions cannot deny member-
ship, but theoretically could 
limit participation, said 
Carter Bedford, Student Gov-
ernance and Organizations 
associate director. Organi-
zations are also required to 
sign a form agreeing to anti-
discrimination clauses before 
they are allowed to reserve 
rooms or hold meetings.

The group in question re-
quires voting members to sign 
a statement of faith, which 
says that “unrepentant par-
ticipation in or advocacy of a 
sexually immoral lifestyle” is 
inconsistent with the state-
ment, according to an Associ-
ated Press article.

UTA Gay-Straight Alliance 
member Zack Murphy said he 
could see the group’s perspec-
tive, but didn’t understand it 
because gay Christians exist.

“I can’t believe that there 
are still people out there that 
are that extreme,” he said. “It 
just shows that we have a long 
fight ahead of us.”

If the group had been 
an off-campus entity, there 
would have been no fight, said 
Robert Frazier, Mavericks for 
Christ international student 
ministry director.

“If we came up with some 
kooky deal like that, we would 
be in tough stead with the 
university,” he said.

Frazier said UTA’s religious 
organizations have never had 
a problem like this, but that 
it’s wrong for an organiza-
tion to judge based on these 
factors.

“Little red flags go off for 
me when I see a Christian or-
ganization that wants to con-
trol your life,” he said. “The 
Lord is the one that judges 
you. The people in the organi-
zation should just be there to 
build you up.”

Saxe said it’s the group’s 
choice to discriminate.

“Our Constitution is built 
around minority rights,” he 
said.” That’s their preroga-
tive. If there was a group that 
didn’t want to admit Chris-
tians, they have a right to do 
that too.”
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when and where
Who can attend: On-campus 
residents
What: RHA Block Party
When: Today from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m.
Where: University Center mall

Commemorate your accomplishment 
with the Graduation Photo Mosaic.

Have your senior portrait taken by a 
Shorthorn photographer.

This keepsake is completely FREE, 
but a copy can be purchased from 
the Dept. of Student Publications for 
only $20.

FREE SENIOR PORTRAITS

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY
Deadline to take photos is May 10th!

To schedule an appointment 
contact Marketing Manager 
Kevin Green at: 
marketing@shorthorn.uta.edu

GRADUATION
PHOTOMOSAIC

Check out the photos we’ve 
already taken at 
facebook.com/shorthorn

Appointments are available 
Monday - Thursday from 
6-10 pm.


